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From the President 


In taking over the Presidency of the Michigan 
Library Association, | feel both the privilege and 
the responsibility. So many capable people have 
preceded me in this office that it is a challenge to 
live up to the standards that have been set. On the 
other hand, the Association itself has so much 
strength and vitality that no individual could seri- 
ously harm it. The Annual Conference is, of course, 
the time at which this strength is most evident, but 
it permeates all activities of the Association and 
shows up constantly in the willingness of the mem- 
bers to assume responsibility. 

This issue of the Michigan Librarian lists the com- 
mittee members for the year. Every effort has been 
made to represent different areas of the State and 
different types of libraries. Those who volunteered 
for committee work by signing cards at the District 
meetings have been assigned, as well as many others. These are, however, only 
a fraction of the capable people who are available. 

It was a satisfaction to your Executive Board that the membership so willingly 
agreed to an increase in personal and institutional dues. It will help us to meet 
our obligations as an Association more adequately. Some of it will necessarily 
go for increased operating expenses but we hope that some can be used for more 
meaningful projects for the sections and committees, as well as a more realistic 
provision for our legislative work. 

There is every indication that the request for increased appropriations both for 
state aid and for the State Library will have to be vigorously defended in the State 
Legislature again this year. We know that our capable Legislative Committee will 
do a fine job but they cannot work without the active support of every member 
of the Association. It is on the home front that the contacts with the legislators 
are so important. It is here, too, that Trustees, as a group and individually, can 
be most effective. 

Once more the Michigan Library Association will be participating in National 
Library Week, April 12-18, 1959. Many of you had an opportunity to attend the 
Workshop held at the Grand Rapids Conference when Mr. John S. Robling, Direc- 
tor of National Library Week, came from New York to discuss the plans for next 
year. Mr. Douglas Weiser of the Michigan State Library has been appointed 
Executive Director for Michigan and a state-wide committee is in process of for- 
mation. The success and value of National Library Week depends to a large 
extent, however, on what is done at the local level. Michigan libraries will, of 
course, rise to the challenge and it is none too soon to start the planning. 

Our Association has never been static, so in the year ahead it will work on 
many challenging projects. Among them are recruiting for the library profession, 
studying standards for libraries, considering possible changes in library laws to 
produce more adequate and equitable support and continuing to promote, along 
with the State Library, the idea of cooperation among libraries for better service. 

Recently, many of us have been buoyed up by participation in a successful 
Conference, so let us carry this enthusiasm forward into the work of the year 
ahead. Your President and Executive Board will be happy to receive suggestions 
or criticisms from members of the Association at any time. The Association grows 
in strength through the active interest of all its members. May we be even stronger 
when we come together in Flint on October 21-24, 1959! 

Katharine G. Harris. 
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Clifford B. 

As | see it, a president reporting to 
the organization over which he has held 
sway, by sufferance of the membership. 
for the past year, is faced with the need 
for making comments in somewhat the 
following order: 

First: He should dwell on those 
things which may be cited as positive 
accomplishments in the fields of inter- 
est of the organization concerned. How- 
ever, he must attempt to discuss these 
accomplishments, most of which are 
already known to at least part of the 
membership, in such a way as to make 
said discussion reasonably interesting. 
He must endeavor to give credit where 
credit is due, but at the same time must 
keep his report from being too long, 
lest he put his audience to sleep! While 
he is pointing to the accomplishments 
of the association and its membership 
for the year, he must by all means avoid 
any feeling of self-righteousness, — any 
tendency to slap himself on the chest 
and say “just look what we did,” for 
as sure as death and taxes he will be 
slapped down forthwith! Here then, is 
a job to be performed of truly heroic 
proportions, — or so it appears to your 
president. 

Second: The president must point 
out those areas in which there was no 
progress where there should have been, 
other areas in which there are possibil- 
ities of trouble for the future, and still 
others in which there actually were 
losses. However, in doing this he must 
avoid putting himself in the “prophet 
of doom” category, occupying himself 
instead with the exhorting of his fellow 
members to greater efforts. 

Third: He should make such recom- 
mendations as he may see fit for future 
action by the membership. And so — 
having sketched out the problems in- 
volved, let us get on with the report 
for I’m sure that many of you have 
started wondering if it will ever be 
forthcoming! 

A.L.A. Standards 

_ Last December at Council meeting, 
it was decided that major emphasis for 
the year should be on implementation 
and study of the A.L.A. Standards, and 
accordingly the theme for the year, as 
adopted at that time, was “Cooperation 
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Wightman 
and Expansion— A Library Network 
tor Micnigan.” Through the efforts of 
the Planning and Public Relations com- 
mittees, plus the Consultant Division 
of the State Library a number of meet- 
ings were held whose common aim was 
to bring together librarians, trustees, 
and interested laymen for the discussion 
of the Public Library Standards, coop- 
eration among libraries for better area 
service, and the like. These meetings, 
held in Baldwin, Belding, and Shiawas- 
see County, involved people from six 
different counties, mostly in sparsely 
populated areas. From these meetings, 
it is hoped, may spring ideas which will 
lead to area library service and a re- 
duction in the number of people in the 
state without any service. 


With the help of State and Federal 
Funds the State Library was able to 
sponsor stimulation projects in what is 
known as the West Central Library 
Project, whereby six counties in the 
Ludington, Manistee, Newaygo, Big 
Rapids, and Baldwin area were recipi- 
ents of a planned program to interest 
people in establishing or improving li- 
brary service and to help them to move 
toward becoming part of a library sys- 
tem serving 50,000 people or more. In 
Oakland County a survey of library at- 
titudes was made, and the North Oak- 
land Library Project was inaugurated, 
to provide some limited services and 
books to 8 north Oakland libraries, in 
cooperation with the Pontiac Public 
Library. 

For the past three years librarians 
and trustees of four southwestern coun- 
ties, which have come to be called the 
All Van Ber Cass area, have come to- 
gether in a variety of meetings to find 
out what good library service can be, 
and what can be achieved by cooper- 
ation. Out of this have come plans to 
start a project in cooperation in each 
of the four counties, so that the forty 
libraries of this area may have a chance 
to see that cooperative effort really does 
pay, without in any way lessening the 
importance of the individual library. 


Here then, are most heartening ex- 
amples of a stirring toward that goal 
recommended by A.L.A., — systems of 
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libraries which will bring good library 
service within the reach of every resi- 
dent of the state. 

Adult Education 

In the field of adult education two 
important conferences were held during 
the year, under the sponsorship of the 
Library-Community Project. The Haven 
Hill conference, held last October, 
brought the librarians of twenty-six 
libraries from communities serving more 
than 25,000 people together with au- 
thorities on adult education and repre- 
sentatives of library schools to discuss 
the subject “Training Needs of Librar- 
ians in Adult Education.” The Higgins 
Lake Conference, held last June, was 
an experimental workshop on the sub- 
ject of adult education for school and 
children’s librarians who must also work 
with adults. 

Last May the Adult Education sec- 
tion of M.L.A. joined with the Adult 
Education Association of Michigan in 
its annual conference in Jackson. The 
chairman of the M.L.A. section helped 
with the conference program planning, 
the section sponsored one program, and 
numerous M.L.A. members took part 
in various phases of the two-day affair. 
This sort of cooperation with organiza- 
tions which have similar or related in- 
terests to those of libraries is much to 
be desired. 

Another fine example of cooperative 
effort during the year was the work, 
by joint committees representing the 
School and Children’s section of M.L.A. 
and the Michigan Association of School 
Librarians in producing joint statements 
of purpose and fields of responsibility 
for the two organizations. Published 
in the June Michigan Librarian, these 
statements should clarify any confusion 
that may have existed in the past. 
Legislation 

I question whether I need to go into 
any great detail in regard to this year’s 
struggle for State Aid and the State 
Library budget. Most of you, I’m sure, 
are aware of the tremendous job which 
was done in prevailing on an economy- 
minded legislature, almost literally at 
the eleventh hour, not to cut the above- 
mentioned budgets, in face of the fact 
that virtually every other state agency 
and fund did receive cuts, some of them 
drastic. No one person or group can 
be singled out as being solely respon- 


sible for this result. Here was truly a 
case of concerted effort producing a 
desired result. Members of the legis- 
lative committee, the committee’s hard- 
working chairman, (who seems to have 
a way with legislators!) and all of you 
throughout the state who, by telephone, 
telegraph, letter, or word of mouth, let 
your legislators know your desires and 
opinions, — all must take credit for the 
results. Before leaving this subject, how- 
ever, I should like to quote to you what 
one member of the legislature had to 
say, following our victory. 

“While it is not my desire to in any 
way deflate the enthusiasm which you 
unquestionably are now enjoying, I am 
prompted to invoke a word of warning, 
similar to that which I extended a year 
ago, namely that this is a never ending 
battle and one which seldom realizes 
success if conducted over a period of 
only two weeks each year, instead of 
52 weeks each year. 

“Tf it is the desire of those dedicated 
to the Michigan Public Library System 
to promote and perpetuate the same 
system, then those same individuals will 
have to begin eating, living, breathing 
and sleeping this promotion program 
on a 24 hour a day basis, seven days a 
week, 52 weeks a year. 

“Unless this effort is inaugurated, 
you may expect similar harrowing ex- 
periences to that which you have just 
been going through these past weeks.” 

I think further comment is unneces- 
sary here. 


National Library Week 

National Library Week this past year 
got off to a slow start, but thanks to all 
of you librarians and trustees through- 
out the state, and to the fine work of 
Mrs. White and Mr. Weiser of the State 
Library, we ended up by making a tre- 
mendous impact on the citizens of this 
state. Most impressive, to me, was the 
fact that in my own home town the 
businessmen members of the luncheon 
club to which I belong showed by their 
conversation that week that they had 
been made very conscious of books and 
libraries on the local, state, and nation- 
al level. This, I felt, was a definite 
accomplishment! The second National 
Library Week has been set for April 
12 to 18 of next year, and Mr. Weiser 
has been appointed executive director 
for the state. Next Friday afternoon 
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Mr. John S. Robling, National Director 
of the week will be present for the Na- 
tional Library Week workshop which 
has been scheduled. Here will be a 
chance for all to discuss informally with 
Mr. Robling and Mr. Weiser new ideas 
for making the second National Library 
Week bigger and better than ever. 

There have been other accomplish- 
ments this year by the various commit- 
tees and sections of M.L.A. Most of 
them have been reported in the Mich- 
igan Librarian, while a few will be dis- 
cussed at the business meeting on Fri- 
day. If the efforts of individual com- 
m'ttees and sections are not mentioned 
in this report, please don’t feel that I 
am not aware and appreciative of those 
efforts, for believe me, I am. 
Continued Need for Active 
Legislative Support 

So much for the sunshine. Now for 
a few clouds. The terrific struggle which 
was necessary this past year in connec- 
tion with State Aid and the State Library 
budget in order, not to make any par- 
ticular progress, but only to stay where 
we were, is evidence that we have a 
long, hard road ahead. Total money 
available for State Aid still stands, ten 
years after its inception in the state, 
at approximately the same figure at 
which it started. In the meantime more 
libraries have qualified, and the per 
capita payments have gone down, at the 
same time that costs have increased as 
much as fifty percent. 

In spite of the fact that from as far 
back as 1942 there has been awareness 
of the need for getting more and better 
library service to some 900,000 people 
in sparsely populated areas, preferably 
through area library service or systems 
of libraries, we still have only one func- 
tioning regional library. One other 
functioned briefly, but had to be aban- 
doned for lack of local support. Obvi- 
ously there are still far too many people 
who, unlike those of us here tonight, 
are not at all convinced that libraries 
are necessary. We have work to do if 
they are to be convinced. 

Far too many libraries of all cate- 
gories are in financial trouble at this 
moment, (or possibly I should say in 
more financial trouble than usual!) 
Some have had their very existence 
threatened and at least one has gone 
out of existence. Some find themselves 
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short-staffed at the very time when use 
is increasing, while others have of ne- 
cessity cut their book budgets as much 
as fifty percent. Some, and I hope not 
too many, school systems have been 
unable to allocate any money whatso- 
ever for purchase of books for schoo! 
libraries, — and this in the very year 
when the importance of an adequate 
education is being stressed as never 
before. It is, 1 fear, far too easy for 
those on the appropriating end to feel 
that books and other library materials 
can be dispensed with for a year or so 
without it doing any lasting harm. | 
could point out other troubles, but | 
believe the ones just cited will make 
my point, — that this is no time to stop 
working for the cause of libraries in 
gerreral. 

Here are some things to keep in mind 
for the coming year. There is the pos- 
sibility of a Constitutional Convention. 
If this comes about, it will be incum- 
bent on M.L.A. to have ready a plan 
covering the distribution of penal fines 
to libraries. Already the Special Com- 
mittee to Study Library Laws and the 
State Board for Libraries have done 
work on this, and that work is con- 
tinuing. The governor has been given 
authority to propose a reorganization 
of state agencies. There are those who 
have suggested that the State Library 
be put under the Department of Public 
Instruction. Were the governor to sug- 
gest this, we should be prepared to up- 
hold the library’s present position under 
the State Board, in which position it 
has built up a record of service to the 
state which is equaled by very few state 
libraries in the country. 

There must be changes made in the 
method of handling our legislative ac- 
tivities. The present system asks more 
than most libraries and librarians can 
justly be asked to give, particularly at 
the height of the legislative season, when 
the need for constant watching is high- 
est. Studies have been made of this 
problem during the past year, and are 
continuing. One of the reasons for the 
proposed revision of the M.L.A. dues 
schedule is to provide financing for a 
changed legislative set-up, for it is obvi- 
ous that this will be necessary. 

A re-study of public library stand- 
ards in the state is indicated. To carry 
this out a joint committee of M.L.A. 
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and the State Board for Libraries is 
being appointed. 

Finally, there is the matter of recruit- 
ing for librarianship. This is a job which 
cannot be delegated to the Recruiting 
Committee and then put promptly out 
of mind by the rest. Fully as important 
as working for the welfare of libraries 
in general is the work which all of us 
can do to interest young people in li- 
brarianship as a career. This should 
be a continuing activity for all of us. 

In closing, a personal note. Twelve 
months ago I received the president’s 
gavel from Clover Flanders. | did so 
with some trepidation, for I knew it 
had been wielded by some very capable 
hands before me, Whether this year just 
past has been worthwhile for M.L.A. 
is entirely dependent on the opinions of 
the membership. For me, the presi- 
dency has been a rich experience, both 
personally and professionally. My sin- 
cere thanks to ail of you for the splen- 
did support and cooperation you have 
given me. 





Report From A.L.A. 
— San Francisco 


The A.L.A. Council meeting held in 
San Francisco was primarily concerned. 
with matters relating to the function of 
Council in relation to membership and 
the Executive Board. The report from 
the Constitution and By-laws commit- 
tee was approved with two exceptions. 
One of the recommendations of the 
committee would have permitted amend- 
ments to the By-laws to be submitted 
directly to membership by passing the 
Council. This section was referred back 
to the committee for further study with 
a view to later action. 

The committee on Membership Par- 
ticipation at midwinter meetings made 
the following recommendation which 
was accepted by Council: That A.L.A. 
be responsible for scheduling at Mid- 
winter only meetings and meeting places 
for Council, Boards, and Committees 
and that there be no program, general 
business or membership meetings of the 
divisions, sections and round tables. 

A third report, that of the commit- 
tee on Council Deliberations, was ac- 





cepted with the following recommen- 

dations: 

1. All future meetings of A.L.A. in- 

clude at least one session of the 

Council with the Executive Board 

to be held prior to other Council 

meetings for informational purposes 
only. 

Minority reports on controversial is- 

sues be given to Council so that 

members may understand both sides 
of the issues involved. 

3. Serious attempt be made to provide 
for table seating arrangements with 
microphones in easy access. 

Council members feel quite strongly 
that they should not be obliged to con- 
duct sessions in which they are expected 
to deliberate in large convention audi- 
toriums. 

The report of the Committee on Or- 
ganization reported that they had de- 
cided to assign the responsibility for 
library materials to the type of library 
activity divisions rather than to the type 
of library divisions. The full report ex- 
plaining the committee’s reason for this 
decision are explained on page 600 of 
the September 1958 issue of the 4.L.A. 
Bulletin. 

You have probably noticed how many 
of these reports were concerned with 
the place of the Council in the general 
organization of A.L.A. Since the Coun- 
cil is supposed to be the legislative body 
in A.L.A. under the new reorganization 
it is very jealous of its prerogatives. 

Ethel Yabroff, 
A.L.A. Councilor representing 
The Michigan Library Association 


ind 





INDEX TO ADVERTISERS 


Associated Libraries 
Colonial Book Service 
Detroit News Company .........- 26 
Emery-Pratt Company 
Follett Library Book Company .... 32 


Chas. M. Gardner & Company .... 14 
Gaylortli Bros,,; Tne: ...:...-...0c ne 9 
Heckman Bindery ............--+ 17 
Hie: HGR 6 oc bono c ie tik a ew oe 10 
Huntting Company ...........-- 21 
WE fied. cs Sains seen cee 7 
New Method Bindery ........--- 21 
Bene II. ois 0. 5i0cs cots cadena 19 
Remington-Rand ............--+ iz 


Wagenvoord Bindery - inside back cover 

















McClurg s 


Graded Guide to 













Elementary Books in 


| PUBLISHERS’ LIBRARY EDITIONS 


Better bindings mean longer life for your 
books! This 24-page catalog lists titles for 
the child from pre-school age through the 
elementary grades . . . and all books are 
specially bound in cloth, side sewn and re- 
inforced for longer life! Write to us for your 
free catalog. 





Still Available ... 


Classified List of JUVENILE 
and TEEN AGE BOOKS 











Address All Requests for Free Lists to Dept. ML 








A.C.McCLURG & C0. Wolisale Boolsellers 


333 EAST ONTARIO STREET, CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 


sas wwe ee NS OS Oa eS le 





Legislative Committee Report 





Elizabeth Von Oecettingen, Chairman 


It is hoped that all M.L.A. members 
have taken the exhortations of Senator 
Smeekens and of our Legislative Man- 
ual to heart and have been working 
steadily to build up a loyal group of 
supporters among the leading citizens 
of their communities and informed their 
legislative candidates about our legis- 
lative problems! 

For the Committee’s part (at the sug- 
gestion of the Executive Board), letters 
were sent to all candidates explaining 
our need for higher appropriations and 
enclosing a postcard with four state- 
ments to be checked. The returns on 
this amounted to ca. 35%, and at least 
two candidates visited their libraries and 
had long talks with the librarians. The 
responses were available for inspection 
at the Convention and are partially tab- 
ulated in this report. 

Letters were also sent to one library 
in each Congressional district request- 
ing that Congressional candidates be 
interviewed regarding the Library Serv- 
ices Act, as it was felt that a concerted 
effort by all supporters of this program 
might this year result in appropriation 


of the full amount authorized by the. 


Act. 

Since an increase of dues was voted 
at the Convention, the Chairman of the 
Legislative Committee will be able to 
spend from four to six weeks in Lansing 
next spring, which will provide greater 
continuity and make it easier for legis- 
lators to contact the right person for 
information. However, some watching 
will still have to be done by the rest of 
the Committee when the chairman is 
not in Lansing, as this year’s session 
will be a long one. 

The fact that we now have a quasi- 
lobbyist does not mean that we can al- 
low ourselves to be lulled into a state 
of tranquility. All the Committee can 
do is give legislators the overall state 
picture. What the latter really want to 
know is how their local libraries are af- 
fected and how the citizens of their 
community feel about it, so you will 
still have to keep the letters coming 
and talk to your legislators at home. 
Therefore, it would be well to get out 


your Legislative Manuals again, discuss 
them at staff and at board meetings, 
and draw up a plan of action. (Extra 
copies are available for those who do 
not have one.) 

Getting back for a moment to what 
transpired at the last Legislative Session: 
Apparently one bill was passed which 
may affect penal fines (Act. No. 143). 
This was one of the bills which we were 
watching. However, we were assured 
that it would not affect libraries, and 
the difficulty of interpreting it is proved 
by the fact that an Attorney General’s 
Opinion has had to be sought on it. 
Furthermore, it is permissive legislation 
(the court may charge “such other rea- 
sonable costs and expenses, direct and 
indirect, as the public has been put to 
in connection with said offense not to 
exceed $15.00 in criminal cases.”) This 
would have been very difficult to fight. 
(How do you know it’s going to affect 
libraries?) 

It is not at all unlikely that the penal 
fines problem will come up again this 
year, and the appropriation battle will 
be just as close as it was last year un- 
less some economic miracle takes place. 
Therefore let us be informed and ready 
to go into action when the time comes! 


Candidate Survey 


Statements to be checked: 


1. I am acquainted with at least one 
of the libraries in my district. 

2. I have talked over its problems 
with the librarian. 

3. I shall try to see that State Aid 
will be increased to correspond 
more nearly to present demands 
for library service. 

4. I shall try to see that increased 
funds are provided for the State 
Library in order to insure its effi- 
cient service. 

Below are given the answers of incum- 
bents who responded and of non-incum- 
bents where no incumbents ran. In 
cases where incumbents were not re- 
elected, answers (if any) sent in by 
successful candidates may be obtained 
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by writing to the chairman of the Legis- 
lative Committee. This tabulation is 
published in the hope that all legislators 
would be able to check statements 1 
and 2 by the time the Legislature con- 
venes in January! 


SENATORS 


District Name 

1 Harold M. Ryan (1, 3, 4) 

4 Charles S. Blondy (1, 3, 4) 

10 Haskell L. Nichols (2, 3, 4) 

15 John W. Fitzgerald 
(As a former board member of the 
Grand Ledge Public Library I am 
sympathetic to library needs.) 

Harold P. Burk (1, 2, 3, 4) 

16 Perry W. Greene (3, 4) 

18 Raymond D. Dzendzel (1, 3, 4) 

22 Clarence F. Graebner (1, 3, 4) 
(If money is available, I have 
always seen that libraries have 
gotten their share.) 

27 John Minnema (1, 3, 4) 

(I am acquainted with all of the 
libraries . . . Shall try to see that 

. if you can tell me where to 
get the money.) 

29 Frank Andrews 
(It is my sincere hope that we can 
find adequate revenues so that we 
can increase all library appropria- 
tions. ) 

32 Charles O. McManiman (3) 

33 Lewis G. Christman (1, 2, 3, 4) 
(I believe in public libraries — but 
also must keep in mind our over- 
all needs for operations.) 


REPRESENTATIVES 


District or 
County Name 
Bay—Adolph Blanchard (1, 3, 4) 
Calhoun (2)—Harry A. DeMaso 
(A) 2; 35.4) 
Delta—Einar Erlandsen (1, 3, 4) 
Eaton—Andrew W. Cobb (1, 2) 
(I will make no promises for state 
aid until the financial condition of 
the State of Michigan is corrected.) 
Carroll C. Newton (1, 2) 
Genesee (1)—Albert R. Horrigan 
(1, 2, 3, 4) 
Ingham (2)—Ralph H. Young (3) 
(The states receives its richest re- 
turns thru education, including li- 
braries. I shall try to see that state 
aid . . . based on funds available, 
if re-elected.) 





Iron—Gilbert L. Wales 
(I have tried to see that state aid 
will be increased.) 

Kalamazoo (2)—Cyril H. Root (1, 3, 4) 
(All this depends on funds avail- 
able, which make it possible for us 
to provide better for libraries.) 

Kent (1)—Andrew Bolt (3, 4) 

Marquette—Dominic Jacobetti 
(I have and will continue to fight 
for adequate funds for our librar- 
ies.) 

Menominee—James Goulette (3, 4) 

Muskegon (1)—Walter H. Nill (1, 3, 4) 
(I have done this (No. 3) several 
times. ) 

Newaygo—Clyde E. Cooper (3) 

(1 know you have problems and 
so has the State — financial prob- 
lems. I shall try to see that state 
aid .. . after considering all sides 
of the question.) 

Oakland (2)—Hope Gorman (1, 2, 3, 4) 
(Needs more local funds to begin 
with.) 

Arthur J. Law (1, 3, 4) 

Oakland (3)—Farrell E. Roberts (1) 
(I read quite a bit and recognize 
the problem.) 
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Oakland (5)—Dorothy M. Rowley 
(1, 2, 3, 4) 
Presque Isle—Emil A. Peltz (3, 4) 
Saginaw (2)—Holly E. Hubbell 
(1, 2, 3, 4) 
St. Joseph—James L. Adams (1, 3) 
Shiawassee—Joseph H. Kurka (3) 
Tuscola—Allison Green (3, 4) 
(Crossed out the word “increased” 
in No. 4.) 
Washtenaw (1)—-George Wahr Sallade 
2.3.4 
Washtenaw (2)—James F. Warner 
(Wrote letter in keeping with his 
position on House Ways & Means 
Committee. ) 
Detroit (5)—Edward H. Jeffries (3, 4) 
John M. Sobieski (1, 3, 4) 
Detroit (6)—Joseph J. O’Connor 
(1, 3, 4) 
Detroit (11)—George H. Edwards 
(1, 3,.4) 
Detroit (12)—Josephine D. Hunsinger 
(1, 3, 4) 
(I have supported library legisla- 
tion.) 


Wayne (13)—Robert E. Waldron 


(1, 2, 3, 4) 
(I am acquainted with all of the 
libraries . . . I shall try to see that 


state aid is distributed to the en- 
couragement of library service in 
all areas. I shall try to see that 
adequate funds are provided for 

the State Library.) 
Wayne (16)—Lucille H. McCollough 
(1, 2, 3, 4) 


March 
Michigan Librarian 


Deadline 


January 20 





HOAG & SONS’ BOOK BINDERY 


SPRINGPORT, MICHIGAN 








— Since 1893 — 
NOW DOUBLE IN SIZE 


During the past year it has been our pleasure to serve many Librarians 
with the very best in library bindings. We sincerely appreciate your valued 
friendship and goodwill and wish to take this opportunity to say THANK 


YOU. May this holiday season be a happy one for you and yours. 




















Of Interest ... 


Library Laws Notice 


Any M.L.A. member or member 
library who has any suggestions for 
changes in the library laws is requested 
to outline the proposed changes to- 
gether with their reasons and send them 
to the Committee Chairman at the De- 
troit Public Library by December 20, 
1958. 

Robert W. Armstrong, Chairman 
Committee to Study Library Laws 


Reference Section 


A committee has been appointed to 
make the pilot study on information 
service libraries. Chairman is Mavis 
Nash, St. Clair Shores Public Library, 
assisted by Beatrice Paddock, Macomb 
County Library. Another member of 
the committee will be appointed shortly. 
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Attention All M.L.A. Members 


The Nominating Committee appeals 
to the membership to suggest names 
for consideration as candidates for the 
following offices for 1959-60. First 
Vice-President (President-elect), Second 
Vice-President, Secretary and Trustee 
Member-at-Large. 

Please send your suggestion by De- 
cember 15 to Clover M. Flanders, 
Chairman, M.L.A. Nominating Com- 
mittee, 1 General Library, University 
of Michigan, Ann Arbor. 


Catalog Section —Now Technical 
Services Section 


The Catalog Section of M.L.A. (also 
known as the Michigan Regional Group 
of Catalogers) has enlarged its scope 
and changed its name to the Technical 
Services Section (The Michigan Region- 
al Group of Technical Services Librar- 
ians) to conform to the broader vistas 
of our national organization, the Re- 
sources and Technical Services of 
A.L.A. We extend an invitation of 
membership to those interested in all 








logue; Speech, etc. . 


Colonial Book Service 


Specialists in supplying the out-of- 
print books as listed in all Library In- 
dices (Granger Poetry; Essay and 
General Literature; Shaw; Standard; 
Fiction; Biography; Lamont Cata- 
el 


Want Lists Invited 


23 EAST FOURTH STREET 
NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
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phases of technical processes—not only 
cataloging, but also acquisition, serials, 
binding, and copying methods. 

Exciting things are happening in the 
field of technical services — new photo 
reproduction devices, cooperative order- 
ing, cataloging in source, a new catalog- 
ing code, regional processing centers, 
etc. 

Our new scope is a challenge. In our 
first year of enlarged activity we have 
the opportunity to present programs to 
fill your interest and needs. What would 
you like to have presented at the meet- 
ings this year? The officers would 
like guidance. Please address questions 
or suggestions to Barbara Westby, 
Chairman, Technical Services Section, 
Detroit Public Library, Detroit 2. 


Sturgis Jaycees — 
“Operation Library” 


The Sturgis Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce presented the Sturgis Public 
Library with a new microfilm reader. 
The gift was the result of the Jaycees’ 
“Operation Library” day which took 
place on Labor Day in the form of a 
rodeo. Mr. William Kimbrough, Li- 
brarian and Mrs. Ralph Burris, member 
of the Library Board, accepted the gift. 


M.L.A. Constitutional 
Amendments 


These amendments published in the 
October Michigan Librarian were 
passed. This means that the new dues 
scale for both personal and institution- 
al members goes into effect immediate- 
ly. Librarians and Trustees are urged 
to have their library (if not an institu- 
tional member) become one. 


Michigan State University 
Library Course— Winter Term 


Francis X. Scannell, Head, Reader 
Services Division, Michigan State Li- 
brary, will be teaching a required course 
for school librarian certification. The 
Course, No. AES-407, Organization of 
Library Materials—3 credits, will begin 
Wednesday, January 14, 7-10 P.M. and 
will meet in Room 132 of the College 






of Education Building. This is a 10- 
week course on ways and means of 
organizing library materials, basic ele- 
ments of catalog and classification, al- 
ternative methods of making materials 
available. For further information con- 
tact the College of Education, Mich- 
igan State University, East Lansing. 


Have You Seen 


Close Up of Washington, Pocket 
Reference on the United Nations pub- 
lished by the League of Women Voters, 
1026-17th St., N.W., Room 509, 
Washington 6, D. C. Cost for Close Up 
is 25c single copy, 8c for Pocket Refer- 
ence. 

Reviews in Library Book Selection 
published by Wayne State University 
Press, $2.50. 

How to Make Hats at Home, $2.00. 
This is the book featured on a TV pro- 
gram that seemed to swamp the librar- 
ies when requests for it came in. Can 
be obtained from author Irene Sutton, 
1677 Brys Drive, Grosse Pointe Woods. 


Thank You Very Much 


The Michigan Library Association is 
very grateful to the 1958 Conference 
Committee which provided an interest- 
ing and smooth running conference. 

Thank you Clifford Wightman for 
the Planning; Donald Kohlstedt, Confer- 
ence Chairman; Stanley Carman, Tick- 
ets; Margaret Bird, Exhibits; Estelle 
Killinger, Registration Chairman and 
her staff—Juanita Booker, June Case, 
Nancy Van Strien, Emmajean Bohner; 
Ferceyna Ison, Information Chairman 
and Joyce Pleune, Gweneth Murphy, 
Nancy Van Strien, Edel Torngren, Lu- 
ella Arndt, Eunice Vander Veen; John 
Holmes, Monitor Chairman and Ber- 
nice Whitley, Lucya Skiya, Julie Doe- 
zema; Carol Thomas, Publicity Chairman 
and her assistants—Gweneth Murphy, 
Emmajean Bohner; Dorothy Hagerman, 
Hospitality and Tours Chairman and 
Mrs. Thomas McAllister, Callie Plum- 
mer, Martin Chirgwin, Berniece Stocks, 
Isabella Sullivan, Lucille Prange, An- 
nette Buurstra, Eugenia Schmitz, Bar- 
bara Shuter; and to our Conference 
Treasurer, Alberta Massingill. 
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Trustees’ 
Corner 


NEWS 
AND 
VIEWS 


Report on A.A.L.T. — San Francisco 


What a privilege it was to be able to 
fellowship with only a few of the 4,000 
delegates who attended the American 
Library Association and the American 
Association of Library Trustees Con- 
ferences in San Francisco. 

Our discussion groups were formed 
to seek the answer to the question 
“What do you see as the most urgent 
problem?” The majority of the group 
voted for: 

1. How to promote a better public 

relations program. 

2. How to secure recognition for the 
library as an educational institu- 
tion. 

Sunday afternoon the trustees were 
bombarded with what they should do 
and be: 

1. Read the printed word - trustees 

information about. 


2. Use State Library Agency, this to 
give guidance and leadership with- 
out interference. 


3. Sponsor your library program 
with good will and knowledge. 


4. Know about library films. 


We finished the afternoon session dis- 
cussing the theme “Working together”. 
This ‘was a panel discussion, followed 
by questions about ways libraries can 
help community organizations, and ways 
community groups can promote library 
development. The librarian could pre- 
sent resources and materials to help 
local organizations and the organization 
could promote library services. It was 
Suggested that key, interested persons be 
organized into “Friends of the Library”. 
_ Sunday evening, at dinner, the pres- 
ident-elect of the American Library As- 
sociation said trustees should: 


1. Read books. 
2. Know their staffs and employees. 
3. Have enthusiasm for their work. 
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4. Know their community. 
5. Pull together to accomplish aims. 


It is my opinion that a work shop 
for Library Trustees in Michigan would 
be very valuable to each participant and 
to the Library program of the State. 
A workshop brings together people who 
are interested in a common program. 
Some are more skilled than others and 
can share their enriched experiences 
with those who are new at the task. By 
thinking together the most important 
problems can be stated and common at- 
tack be made to work out a solution. 
Just to know that many dedicated per- 
sons everywhere are working for the 
same objectives gives heart and cour: ge 
to all. 


I noted that in Edna Olson’s elaborate 
report on “Activities of librarians and 
Trustees under the Library Services Act 
Program” no mention was made of any 
library work in Michigan though most 
states were listed. The Trustees Assem- 
bly pointed out the future program of 
the organization: 

1. Recommend that National Book 
Committee continue its financial 
support of “Operations Library”. 
Recommend that officers of 
A.L.A. and A.A.L.T. explore the 
possibility of some _ established 
trust fund. Helping financially 
with the library work. 

3. Recommend that a survey or re- 
search be carried out to ascertain 
how to develop a dynamic Public 
Relations program. 

4. Recommend that counsel and 
guidance be given to the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce in its pro- 
gram Operations Library. 

5. Commend Congress for its ap- 
propriation and regret the failure 
to appropriate the full amount. 

6. Commend the Department of Ed- 
ucation, Health and Welfare for 
its administration of the “Branch 
of Library Services Act”. 

7. Trustees Assembly regrets the dis- 
continuance of the office of Pub- 
lic Relations by A.L.A. 

8. Trustees should look for gifts and 
also help to get intelligent, ded- 
icated trustees. 


N 


William Godsave, Trustee 
Genesee County Library, Flint 
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POustcr... ._. 

Loteta D. Fyan: State Librarian went 
to Washington, D.C. to attend the 
first meeting of all state librarians 
to be called by the Library of Con- 
gress. Mrs. Fyan and John Lorenz, 
former assistant State Librarian talked 
on library extension work. 

New: James Tydeman, formerly Se- 
rials Librarian at Southern Illinois 
University, now Annex Librarian at 
Western Michigan University. At 
Western, he is organizing an Easi 
Campus service in the building oc- 
cupied by the University Library be- 
fore its move to a new West Campus 
building. The Annex will contain, 
besides business materials, collections 
of education, technology and natural 
science for the other subjects taught 
on the East Campus. 

WAYNE COUNTY LIBRARY: Promotions 
went into effect for the following 
library personnel: Mary Anne Young- 
blood, Mrs. Caro] A. Lehman, Mar- 
garet A. Downey, Charles H. Jessen, 
Mrs. Mabel Murata. 

RETIRES: Helen S. Cooper (Columbia) 
Head of Extension Department, Flint 
Public Library, October 18 after 37 
years of service in Flint. She has 
been long active in M.L.A. affairs. 

DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY: Recent pro- 


motions were Mrs. Iona Rabjohns, 


Evan Thompson, Mamie Might. 

HonoreD: Kurtz Myers, chief of the 
Music and Drama Department of 
DPL is the recipient of the $1,000 
Staff Memorial and Fellowship Award 
for 1958. He received a check and 
two months’ paid leave of absence. 
Mr. Myers received the honor for 
special qualities of ability and pro- 
fessional insight. 

Mrs. KATHLEEN STEBBINS: Personnel 
Director of DPL is also president of 
the Library Education Division of 
A.L.A. 

THANK You: From the Editor of the 
Michigan Librarian to every single 
contributor to the December issue. 
Your editor always gets a glow from 
the willingness of the membership 
to contribute to this issue in partic- 
ular, and to all issues of the Michigan 
Librarian. 

RESIGNED: Carol Thomas, Kent Coun- 
ty Librarian, former M.L.A. Legis- 
lative Chairman. 
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Known for 
FAST - FRIENDLY - RELIABLE 
SERVICE 
Conference 
Review 


County and Regional 

Joseph A. Parisi, Jr., Executive Sec- 
retary of the Michigan Townships As- 
sociation, urged County and Regional 
Librarians to relinquish Penal Fines as 
a source of library income and to let 
the townships use them for the support 
of police forces. People in the town- 
ships, Mr. Parisi said, were entitled to 
some return from the fines, such as 
people in the cities receive. 

Mr. Parisi, a persuasive speaker, sug- 
gested that 1/10 of a mill on the as- 
sessed valuation of each county would 
raise far more than the library would 
receive in penal fines income. He urged 
those present to push for the amend- 
ment of Public Act 155 of 1957, (an 
act providing for proportioning the al- 
location of the 15 mills tax in counties), 
to include the allocation of 1/10 mill 
of the taxes to libraries. 
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In Mr. Parisi’s opinion this would 
greatly benefit all libraries. He deplored 
basing library support on the amount 
of crime committed. In his opinion this 
was just as bad as tying school aid to 
the too flexible sales tax. 

The dangers of censorship as applied 
to libraries was disturbing to Mr. Parisi. 
He urged that librarians defend their 
collections and provide enough materiais 
for their patrons so that true freedom 
of choice may exist. 

His audience was most interested in 
Mr. Parisi’s suggestions concerning pe- 
nal fines. In the question period fol- 
lowing, Mrs. Lillian Navarre, Chairman 
of the State Board for Libraries, asked 
Mr. Parisi how he had determined the 
financial basis for his statements con- 
cerning the amount of penal fines re- 
ceived by libraries. The State Board for 
Libraries is just completing a survey of 
penal fines collections throughout the 
state for the latest fiscal year of record. 
The suggested 1/10 mill allocation for 
libraries would bring in far less and 
would not be distributed to the same 
libraries as now benefit from penal fines 
income. In order to qualify for state 
aid at present any Michigan library 
must receive 3/10 of a mill income from 
local taxes, so Mr. Parisi’s suggestion, 
said Mrs. Navarre, could not possibly 
increase present library income. Mr. 
Parisi asked Mrs. Navarre to send dele- 
gates to the annual Michigan Township 
Association conference in January to 
speak for libraries. On behalf of the 
State Board for Libraries, Mrs. Navarre 
accepted the invitation. 

During the business meeting of the 
section, the report of the School Serv- 
ices Committee was accepted and the 
committee discharged from further du- 
ties. This committee presented to the 
group a “Statement of Objectives of 
Michigan County or Regional Librar- 
ies” which was accepted. 

The County or Regional library is a 
separate governmental agency estab- 
lished to provide library materials and 
service to individuals, groups, and insti- 
tutions on an equal basis so far as its 
Tesources permit. 


Functions 
1. To acquire, organize, and make 
readily available printed and audio- 
visual materials to meet the need of 
the people in the county or region. 
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Services 

1. Serve as a county or regional-wide 
information center. 

2. Provide reading guidance. 

3. Assist patrons in the use of the 


library. 

4. Stimulate use of materials and serv- 
ices. 

5. Work with community agencies and 
groups. 


6. Cooperate with other libraries. 
Requirements to maintain a county or 
regional library 

1. Adequate and suitable library quar- 
ters and service outlets. 

2. Provide personnel with training and 
experience to carry out the functions 
of the library. 

3. Financial support adequate to fulfill 
its functions. 

Mary Daume 


Catalog 


“DEWEY MOVES FORWARD” 

During a brief business meeting, the 
Michigan Regional Group of Catalogers 
voted unanimously to revise the consti- 
tution so that the scope of the Group, 
in line with A.L.A. organization, would 
include all technical service activities. 

The business meeting was followed by 
a talk by Benjamin A. Custer, editor 
of the sixteenth edition of Dewey. His 
timely topic was “Dewey Moves For- 
ward”, and he discussed the history of 
the development of the Dewey classifi- 
cation from the publication of the first 
edition, in 1876, to the present sixteenth 
edition, which was ready for distribution 
on October first of this year. 

He told of the various philosophical 
classifications of knowledge which had 
existed before Dewey developed the 
decimal notation which could be applied 
to collections of books, and of the eager 
acceptance of the Dewey classification 
throughout this country, and, in fact, 
throughout the world. The reason for 
its popularity was the fact that it could 
be used by libraries of various sizes, 
since the numbers could be used as 
given, or they could be shortened, as 
appropriate. 

From the second through the four- 
teenth edition, there was a constant 
growth of the classification scheme by 
expansion, but, based on a promise 
made by Dewey in the second edition, 
there was never a change in the mean- 
ing or location of topics. It finally be- 
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came obvious that the classification was 
not keeping pace with knowledge, and 
with the fifteenth edition it was decided 
that there must be a change in policy. 
This edition, although evenly expanded, 
did not meet with the approval of li- 
brarians. 

Mr. Custer then discussed the admin- 
istration of the publication, and the roles 
played by the Lake Placid Foundation, 
the Forest Press, and the Decimal Clas- 
sification Editorial Policy Committee. 
In the past, editors and staff were re- 
cruited and trained for each edition. 
With the present edition, a contract was 
made with Library of Congress to edit 
th’s edition and future editions. The 
present staff has wide subject compe- 
tence and experience in classification, 
and many subject specialists have been 
called upon to serve in an advisory ca- 
pacity in the preparation of the sixteenth 
edition. 

Since the relocation of numbers poses 
problems to librarians, as books must 
either be reclassified or else be classified 
in different numbers, the Editorial Of- 
fice was advised to relocate numbers 
in the sixteenth edition only when there 
was an overwhelming need. The six- 
teenth edition has extended the “rela- 
tivity” of the index, and many cross 
references and scope notes have been 
included. The scheme will be kept up 
to date by means of a quarterly publi- 
cation which will correct errors in the 
sixteenth edition, indicate new numbers, 
and new applications for old ones. 

Mr. Custer concluded by saying that 
there still remains a great deal to be 
done, and that provision must be made 
for the use of Dewey classification by 
other countries and other cultures, prob- 
ably by issuing separate expansions. 

Della Forrest 
Adult Education 


Throughout the panel discussion of 
“The Librarian as Adult Educator” re- 
curred the controversial question of 
what is adult education. Varying opin- 
ions on the subject were expressed by 
Forrest Alter, Flint, Mrs. Audrey Biel, 
Detroit, Miss Eleanor Burgess, Grand 
Rapids, Mark Crum, Kalamazoo, and 
Margaret. Keefe, Midland, with Charles 
Higgins, State Library, as moderator. 

The one view, that it is a formal, 
planned program leading to a definite 
goal, was challenged by those panel 





members who believed that adult edu- 
cation is also the informal practice of 
contacting individuals across the library 
service desk. They pointed out that in 
giving advice and supplying service ma- 
terials to individuals as well as to groups 
of adults and young people, the librar- 
ian is achieving his purpose as adult 
educator. 

Involved in the adult education con- 
cept are the factors of supplying, plan- 
ning, advising, informing, training and 
doing, according to Smith’s Adult Edu- 
cation Activities in Public Libraries 
which was one of the readings listed in 
the bibliography prepared by the panel. 
In discussing the factor of planning as 
a library function, some panel members 
interpreted it to include individual as- 
sistance to program chairmen as well 
as to working on a community-wide 
basis by coordinating activities and stim- 
ulating creation of programs. 

When questioned about the library’s 
function as 2 vontributing agency, the 
panel asserted that the library is fulfill- 
ing this function by maintaining a col- 
lection of resources, promoting and 
stimulating use of materials, and en- 
couraging staff participation. 

Some panel members reacted to the 
suggestion that more formal training 
might be necessary by suggesting that 
the good judgment of librarians can 
often be substituted. Informal training 
at workshops is also valuable where 
formal training is not possible. 

It was emphasized that in each li- 
brary, the director’s attitude has a 
direct influence on the quality and 
quantity of adult education work. His 
responsibility in determining policy and 
appropriating budget and staff time for 
such work is a major factor. 

Among the final remarks of the panel 
were statements that 1) every librarian 
is an adult educator whether he wants 
to be or not, and 2) perhaps we should 
recognize a distinction between educa- 
tion for adults and adult education, 
which only tended to re-emphasize the 
differing views of librarians on the sub- 
ject of adult education. 

Dick Johnston 
Mrs. Grace Stevenson 

Mrs. Grace Stevenson, Deputy Ex- 
ecutive Secretary, American Library As- 
sociation, spoke on “Why A Library?” 
She reminded those present that the 
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library is an honored instiiution in a 
community; that it is the library’s own 
individual job to communicate with its 
community, and to make its treasures 
known to the people. It must help the 
citizens it serves. 

National Library Week, with its pub- 
licity from 80% of the nation’s news- 
papers, has shown that good libraries 
have prestige and can mean a great 
deal to all citizens in urban and rural 
areas. Increased leisure time has led 
people to desire more education. More 
education has created a desire for a 
better quality of reading; serious read- 
ing has increased one third in the last 
' five or sO years. 

The library to be a center of infor- 
mation must take account of the changes 
| of the world. The increased use of li- 
braries, at the present time, has resulted 
in a strain on library materials and per- 
sonnel. Library growth and population 
increases must be paralleled. Libraries 
need to strengthen themselves by know- 
ing the individual patron and non- 
patron. The American Library Asso- 
ciation is universally accepted, but each 
library must be accepted in its own 
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community. Lack of strength means 
lack of support. Within the resources 
of the good library, much of the wis- 
dom of the human race awaits the in- 
dividual patron or potential patron. 

National Library Week has given 
libraries the opportunity to tell their 
story; the week of April 12-18 in 1959 
will again offer the opportunity for 
describing the library picture. “A na- 
tion achieves success for that which it 
understands.” 

In closing, Mrs. Stevenson gave us 
these memorable words that “libraries 
are not creatures of time, but teachers 
of time.” 

Jeannette Roberts 
Community Colleges 

At the Third General Session, Dr. W. 
N. Atkinson, President of Jackson Jun- 
ior College, examined the present and 
the future of the community college 
and placed it in the broader picture of 
Michigan education. 

Against the advancing tidal wave of 
student enrollments the state has sev- 
eral alternatives. Either the existing 
state institutions increase and change 
their character, with state colleges be- 
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coming universities and teachers colleges 
broadening their function and/or ex- 
tension colleges are developed and the 
number of community colleges is in- 
creased. 

At the present time no state univer- 
sity has a policy to establish branches 
without some local inducement and 
there is no state policy to encourage 
more branches at this time. The gov- 
ernor’s committee, however, recom- 
mends that locally controlled commu- 
nity colleges should be a primary means 
of solving the problem and the legisla- 
ture looks with favor on community 
colleges because of their control by local 
sources. It seems certain that they will 
be more widespread than branch insti- 
tutions of the universities. 

Following a brief history of commu- 
nity colleges, Dr. Atkinson described 
significant changes taking place in 
Michigan universities. Fearing that their 
institutional standards were being sac- 
rificed, the larger institutions were re- 
examining their function and describing 
it in terms of the educational product 
to be achieved rather than in terms of 
service to the student. They would 
select only the most promising of those 
eligible for college and sharpen their 
definition of the types of training they 
would attempt to offer. 

In doing this, the universities over- 


look the services to the student per- . 


formed a decade ago. 

The eligible students who are rejected 
are not dematerialized by their rejec- 
tion. While they may not have the apti- 
tude to become marine architects, dental 
surgeons, or other types of specialists, 
they are still socially useful and need 
a college education. 

The community college will give them 
this education. The community college 
is charged with raising the educational 
level of the community and it judges 
the end product in terms of the student: 
it fits the curricula to the needs of the 
socially useful student, not the reverse, 
as is the case with the universities. 

Dr. Atkinson emphasized that com- 
munity college administrators and in- 
structors must be instructed and in- 
formed as to the public libraries’ needs. 
Non-literary materials are increasingly 
important in our culture and libraries 
should supply more of these. The com- 
munity college student may have no 


further exposure to libraries than his 
own public library and it is here that 
he will gain much of his education. 

Henry Koch 
College Section 

The panel discussion of the College 
Section with James E. Skipper presid- 
ing was an extension of Dr. Atkinson’s 
theme. Ransom Richardson of Flint 
Public Library described the growth of 
Flint’s cultural and educational center 
ind the libraries servicing them. In this 
case the public library’s role in adult 
education has been obviated although 
the realization of the concept of com- 
munity education has certainly broad- 
ened the cultural life of the city. He 
felt it was too early to assess the im- 
pact of community colleges on public 
libraries. 

Irene Vogt, librarian of the Henry 
Ford Community College, urged more 
library orientation of college students. 
It is the librarian’s responsibility that 
students have knowledge of the basic 
tools but much of the blame for stu- 
dents’ helplessness in the library can be 
traced to the faculty. 

Text-book assignments discourage 
browsing and familiarity with the li- 
brary. The beginning curriculum is 
producing non-readers; there is very 
little thought demand on the students. 
They are not trained to differentiate 
source materials from secondary mate- 
rials. The tendency toward non-contro- 
versial subjects has been deadening. The 
term paper is disappearing and the stu- 
dents are studying only to make a grade 
on an examination. There is little in- 
centive for research reading now on the 
part of the librarian. Shallow interests 
on the part of the reader make the 
librarian’s job much more undemanding 
and unrewarding. 

James Pirie of the Flint branch of 
the University of Michigan described 
the integration of the libraries of the 
two colleges in Flint. 

As to the theme of the panel, all 
three members agreed that as yet there 
was no broad program of cooperation 
with the public libraries. Each type of 
institution was developing separately 
with only occasional consultation on 
large individual purchases. 

Henry Koch 
James T. Farrell 


“The 1920's and Today in Literature” 


















was the subject selected for discussion 
by our Conference banquet speaker, 
James T. Farrell. Mr. Farrell has the 
distinction of being one of the leading 
intellectuals of our time and is both a 
creator of literature, as a novelist and 
short story writer, and a critic of con- 
siderable note. His primary role for 
this talk was that of critic. 

“In America there has been a tend- 
ency to block out every ten years. There 
is a set of values which tends to separate 
these years from what comes before 
and what comes after,” Mr. Farrell 
said. The 1920’s were a turning point 
in serious and honest literature. They 
were the “Roaring Twenties,” the “Jazz 
Age,” the “Prohibition Era,” and they 
were also a time of the emancipation 
of women and a dying out of the Puri- 
tan tradition. 

His contemporary audience has a 
great deal more to do with a writer than 
people recognize. Some of the outstand- 
ing writers of the Twenties were Dreiser, 
Mencken and Sinclair Lewis. Dreiser’s 
early novels, like Sister Carrie, reflected 
the beginning of the new emphasis away 
from the country and small towns to 
the cities. His popular success in this 
period mirrored the changing values in 
American life. Many of these new 
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values came from new modes of trans- 
portation. Local consumer goods be- 
came national. The phenomenon of 
bigness was recognized. There was more 
freedom in individual personal lives, 
more concern for leisure and willing- 
ness to accept the realistic. Among the 
writers there was a tendency to throw 
off censorship, and a real effort to tell 
the truth as they saw it. “The battle 
for freer expression was won in this 
period.” 

There was a disillusionment after 
World War I which developed because 
the high ideals we had held in trying 
to save the world were followed by the 
overwhelming feeling that America had 
been betrayed. There was then a sharp- 
ness, a bitterness, in the attack of many 
writers which was missing after World 
War If. Mr. Farrell feels that this is 
because we did not go into the second 
war in such an hysterical state. The sing- 
ing and flag-raising were lacking this 
time. All these influences were reflected 
in post-war writing. 

The decade of the Fifties is not a 
“very exciting” period in American lit- 
erature, according to Mr. Farrell. Au- 
thors have a tendency to inject propa- 
ganda and politics into their works. 

“A great influence on American writ- 
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ing is the speed-up in American living 
since World War II — a new pattern of 
life marked by rapid change,” says Mr. 
Farrell, and he believes that the biggest 
problem we face today is over-com- 
mercialism of our writing and culture. 
“There is an ever increasing number of 
books based on television. Culture is 
tending to become an adjunct to the 
sale of goods. The value of books is 
judged by their sales possibilities, by 
how much Hollywood offers to pay for 
them. There seems to be a decline in 
serious reading, thanks to Hollywood, 
television, the Madison Avenue ap- 
proach ...” Americans appear to have 
been giving little thought to what is 
real and what is phony. 

Literature is now being influenced by 
the Atomic Age and all the anxieties 
that go with it. There does not seem 
to be the same love of life that was so 
in evidence in the Twenties. At that 
time the end of the world, controlled 
by natural forces, seemed to be the final 
drama of man. Today there is the ter- 
rifying possibility of one man “ending 
all” by the pushing of a button. 

Mr. Farrell ended his talk on a more 
hopeful note. As we near the end of 


another decade many thoughtful readers 
are coming to “demand a more serious 
attack on life.” If readers’ attitudes do 
influence writing, the literature of the 
near future may begin to show a truer 
concept of life and may dissipate some 
of the Hollywood glitter. 
Marion K. Wilcox 


Regional Library Systems 


Charles Higgins, Assistant State Li- 
brarian, talked about “Regional Library 
Systems” in understandable terms. He 
emphasized that the guides and stand- 
ards in “Public Library Service” would 
be a guide to public library development 
for a generation, stating that “our pre- 
sent method is not the method which 
will bring service to all of the people”. 
He pointed out that “we need to think 
of Michigan in terms of its natural are- 
as” and plan for a network or system 
within those regions, promising that a 
“carefully thought out plan of regional 
service will result in more vigorous lo- 
cal libraries”. Mr. Higgins called upon 
us “to strike out on our own so that 
our successors may honor us and lean 
on us as we have our predecessors”. 

Mark Crum 
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Hospital 

Miss Helen Yast, Librarian of the 
American Hospital Association Library, 
talked about the services of the Amer- 
ican Hospital Association and the very 
special services of its library. Miss Yast 
reported that this library houses the 
most comprehensive collection of hos- 
pital literature in the world. It contains 
more than 15,000 books, complete sets 
of bound periodicals in the hospital, 
health and nursing fields, and an ex- 
tensive file of magazine articles, classi- 
fied by subject. The library also main- 
tains a collection of such materials as 
hospital annual reports, patient booklets 
and hospital bulletins. 

The more than 6,000 requests for in- 
formation and assistance which the li- 
brary receives annually are answered in 
the library, by letters, bibliographies are 


compiled and package material assem- . 


bled. These package libraries are as- 
sembled in response to individual in- 
quiries and contain pertinent books, 
magazine articles and pamphlets and 
are loaned for one month or more. The 
borrower pays the return postage. The 
library semi-annually prepares the Hos- 
pital Literature Index as a reference 
guide to published articles in the hos- 
pital and health field; a Cumulative 
Index is also published every five years. 
Charlotte B. Jones 
Jene Barr 


Miss Barr, author of eighteen books 
including “This Is Chicago” and her 
newest, ‘“‘Dan the Weatherman”, is an 
elementary teacher-librarian, too. 

In discussing children as the adults 
of tomorrow, Miss Barr contrasted the 
perennial and ever classic favorites with 
the many vicarious experiences to which 
our children are exposed through men- 
acing headlines with portent of nuclear 
attack and space travel experiences. 

The scene of most of Miss Barr’s 
teaching was Chicago’s stockyard dis- 
trict where she had plenty of opportu- 
nity to test her theories and discover 
how incensed children can become with 
the tampering with classic plots, phony 
quiz shows — all a de-humanizing ele- 
ment of our speed-up system. 

Children have tensions of their own 
and feel those of adults, also. We must 
create a proper climate for reading and 
Studying. Reading should begin at an 
early age so that it can grow with the 
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years. Reading can show children the 
differences as well as the fundamental 
sameness of people. 

You must know your books to be 
able to interpret the collection to the 
readers. Miss Barr’s Scholar’s Club, for 
those who love books, is a perfect way 
to exchange ideas. The librarian’s per- 
sonal contact is another way to ex- 
change ideas and plans. 

Librarians must publicize their work 
through talks with teachers, curriculum 
supervisors, service clubs and newspa- 
pers. The Story Hour and Hobby Club 
are excellent means of publicity. All 
librarians ought to have a course in 
publicity! 

Because sustained reading habits are 
our goal, we must steer the child in this 
world of Sputnik and missiles, so he 
may enjoy life and forget his tensions. 

Ruby J. Brown 
Frances Whitehead 


Friends of the Library 


At the Trustee Section Luncheon and 
Annual Meeting, Miss Mable Conat, 
Executive Secretary, Friends of the De- 
troit Public Library, was the principal 
speaker on the program. She was in- 
troduced by Mrs. Marion White as “a 
librarian so imbued with service to her 
community through libraries that upon 
retirement as head of the Reference 
Department of the Detroit Public Li- 
brary she began a new career with the 
Friends group.” 

Miss Conat spoke of the rapid growth 
since 1955 of Friends of Library groups 
which now number 44 in Michigan, 
because they “like to help.” She said 
that one of the more important aspects 
of life in America noted by observers 
from outside is the use of public spirited 
citizens as volunteers. These persons 
will work for the library if the oppor- 
tunity is presented. Friends can be 
drawn not only from the users of the 
library, but others can be interested in 
joining as well. With organization of 
Friends groups and recruiting of mem- 
bers a spread of interest in the library 
throughout the community will result. 

As to “How is it done?” Miss Conat 
called attention to the Public Library 
Development Report, a survey made in 
1955 and on a 1941 A.L.A. publication, 
“Friends of the Library Groups”, now 
out of print but available on loan from 
the Michigan State Library. 


She said that the organization of a 
Friends of the Library Group requires 
careful planning by the librarian and 
the board which in turn will demand 
much time and energy. It should be 
centered in key people in whom the 
community has confidence. They should 
be organized as a continuing group 
rather than to handle a specific project 
which when completed calls for dis- 
banding of the Friends. The sphere of 
action of the group should be clearly 
defined at its inception. It should have 
responsibility for good public relations 
and cooperation between the staff or the 
board and the community. It should 
not interfere in administrative respon- 
sibilities of the staff or the board. In 
turn the librarians and the trustees 
should guide, but not dominate, the 
Friends. The librarians and _ trustees 
should furnish information needed by 
the Friends to carry on their activities. 

Membership dues give stability to the 
organization. They vary with the type 
and size of the group. In 1958 min- 
imum dues for individual membership 
usually vary from $2.00 to $3.00. In 
addition there may be family, contrib- 
uting, life, club and corporate member- 
ships. There should be a rotation of 
officers to avoid stagnation. Commit- 
tees should be changed yearly. They 
are usually membership, program, so- 
cial, publicity and acquisitions. The 
librarian is especially useful as a mem- 
ber ex officio on the program and ac- 
quisition committees. 

Different kinds of meetings need to 
be planned. Some program meetings 
open to the public are valuable in 
spreading interest, and local persons 
should be used as speakers when pos- 
sible. A “Two-bit” Collection and “Fa- 
vorite Books” were mentioned as ex- 
amples. 

Other projects which Friends like to 
handle are memorial gifts, and gifts in 
honor of birthdays and other anniver- 
saries, exhibits such as Children’s Book 
Week and National Library Week, local 
history, and microfilming. 

Miss Conat said that there have been 
few instances of discord between library 
boards and Friends of Library Groups. 
On the other hand there is harmony in 
relations when the sphere of action has 
been clearly defined, when there are 
occasional joint meetings of library 
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boards and Friends, and when the 
Friends are given enough to do. 

In closing Miss Conat read the fol- 
jowing statement from the introduction 
she wrote to the 1955 Survey of Friends 
of the Library: “The value of a Friends’ 
group is by no means limited to mate- 
rial support. In fact, most reports stress 
the “INTANGIBLES”—the abundance 
of goodwill, the closer relations estab- 
lished between the Library and the com- 
munity, the increased knowledge and 
understanding of the services and needs 
of the Library, and the interest stimu- 
lated in its program and progess. By 
virtue of their lay status, Friends can 
speak more effectively for the Library’s 
welfare and support, without implica- 
tion of special pleading, and can co- 
operate with the librarian in many ways 
to make it a true community institution. 
As their interest in and knowledge of 
library activities increase, their support 
of it will grow, and they will become 
even greater assets and goodwill am- 
bassadors.” 

Dorothy Davis 


Charles A. Smith 


The showmanship and wit with which 
he revitalized an old but neglected truth 
delighted listeners who heard Professor 
Charles A. Smith at the General Ses- 
sion Friday afternoon. 

A native-born Michigander, Mr. 
Smith was reared at Paw Paw, is a grad- 
uate of Western Michigan University— 
where he is now Associate Professor of 
English—and did graduate work at the 
University of Michigan. 

Speaking on the topic, “Go Slow with 
Slogans,” he was introduced by Norma 
L. Jones, Second Vice President. 

The idea underlying Professor Smith’s 
fun and buffoonery is one cherished by 
librarians: that imagination, diversity, 
and originality must be respected and 
nurtured in each individual if their po- 
tential for creative knowledge and ac- 
tion is realized. 

Strait-jacketed by a slogan-bent cul- 
ture, he sees each of us beset by empty 
slogans, “those sirens of newspaper, TV 
and radio.” These catchy, ready-made 
phrases, he thinks, are too clearly symp- 
toms of a ready-made civilization. For 
we not only absorb such “canned wis- 
dom” instead of “tailoring our own 
philosophy;” we carry over this easy 
process into slogan-promoted purchase 
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of the furniture of the home as well as 
of the mind; into prefabricated homes 
which are no expression of their owner; 
into stock educational programs for our- 
selves and our children. 

With more original thinking and less 
of the ready-made, life is more fun. 
“It is more fun,” says Mr. Smith, “be- 
cause we are doing some learning along 
the way.” 

Esther Loughin 


Information Centers 


The Friday evening general session, 
sponsored by the Reference Section, 
began with a film showing the exten- 
sive educational program, both formal 
and informal, available to residents of 
Louisville, Kentucky, through the coop- 
eration of the University of Louisville, 
the Louisville Board of Education and 
the Louisville Public Library. With the 
film as a starting point a panel, moder- 
ated by Mary Mitchell, discussed the 
history and present status of the pro- 
jected Information Centers in Michigan 
first recommended by the M.L.A. Plan- 
ning Committee four years ago and 
represented in the State Aid Budget 
request each year since. 

Stanley Tanner reported on the Sag- 
inaw Valley project which will include 
a variety of libraries in six counties. 
The Hoyt Library in Saginaw, the unit 
with the largest collection, is planned 
as the central library. Mrs. Robert 
Whitney reported on a meeting of in- 
terested persons in the Southwest sec- 
tion of Michigan which endorsed a co- 
operative effort with an area particu- 
larly interested in a technical center 
library. Funds were not available to 
carry out this plan but the original 
meeting has been repeated and cooper- 
ative ventures are sure to develop 
through the four county Al-Van-Ber- 
Cass project. Miss Dorothy Hiatt re- 
ported that Macomb County is second 
only to Los Angeles in its rate of popu- 
lation growth. A great increase in the 
offerings of adult education classes 
through the greatly expanded school 
system as well as this population explo- 
sion made it almost impossible for the 
County Library to keep up with the 
demands. Two years ago.a special fund 
for the purchase of books led to infor- 
mal meetings of the area library staffs 
to discuss what should be purchased. 
Present developments include a survey 
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study of libraries in the county, to be 
undertaken with the active cooperation 
of the area planning commission. The 
M.L.A. Reference Section will be in- 
volved in this study and the member- 
ship may expect to hear more about it 
as time goes on. 

Discussion following the panel’s pre- 
sentation, brought out that Information 
Centers involve the cooperation of li- 
braries and collections but do not in- 
volve any administrative responsibility 
over the cooperating units on the part 
of the library designated as the central 
unit. One of the necessary first activi- 
ties for a cooperative venture of this 
kind seems to be a union list of serials 
and some plan to inform all cooperat- 
ing libraries about the type of service 
that can legitimately be expected. 

Clover M. Flanders 


Does a Library Need Friends? 


Robert M. Orr, Director of the Grosse 
Pointe Public Library, introduced Lee 
Crooks, President, Miss Melitta E. Roe- 
mer, Secretary of the Friends of the 
Grosse Pointe Public Library. 


Miss Roemer told of the beginning 
of the Friends Group, with an organiza- 
tion committee of 20 and its growth to 
the present membership of 984. 

Mr. Crooks detailed the work of the 
Group and its contributions, notably of 
which is about $2,500.00 annually to 
the purchase of new books. 

Mr. Orr described the work of the 
staff with the group, and some of the 
matters of policy that had to be straight- 
ened out along the way. Mainly, in 
this respect, was deciding that the Group 
would act only in an advisory capacity, 
while the Library board made the pol- 
icies and the Director and staff should 
carry them out. 

From the reports of each and every 
one it was emphasized that libraries do 
need “Friends” groups and that the 
Grosse Pointe library would never have 
gained its prestige without the help of 
the “Friends” Group. 

The panel assured those present that 
the Grosse Pointe Group of Friends 
and the library personnel would be glad 
to assist anyone in the formation and/or 
extension of a Friends Group, any- 
where, upon request. 

Kenneth U. Blass 


Mrs. Martha Bennett King 


“Folksongs and Books — First Cous- 
ins” was the interesting subject chosen 
by Martha Bennett King of Chicago, 
for the program she presented at the 
Saturday Conference Luncheon, spon- 
sored by the School and Children’s 
Section. Folksongs are the “country 
cousins” of folk lore, the do-it-yourself 
variety where each performer may add 
a slight variation of his own. Folk tales, 
on the other hand, are the city cousins 
of folk lore, more likely to reflect the 
trained writer who has gathered and 
set down in writing stories which were 
told orally at first. Folksongs cover 
many different subjects and moods, 
They may iliustrate family and group 
history, some grew from _ historical 
eve ts and moods, and others are typical- 
ly American “Tall Tales” set to music. 
Throughout her informal talk Mrs. Kinz 
illustrated her remarks with songs sung 
to the accompaniment of her guitar. As 
an example of how folksongs may be 
var.ed in different locations and times 
she sang three versions of “Lord Ran- 
dolph”, beginning with the Scottish ver- 
sion and including a strongly contrast- 
ing midwestern variation. This process 
of change is constantly going on in 
folksongs and for some songs over one 
hundred versions of words and music 
are now on record. 

While most of Mrs. King’s songs 
were amusing, she mentioned that many 
of the ballads and songs deal with sad 
and tragic events. Her last song, the 
plaintive “Last Night There Were Four 
Marys” well illustrated this group. 

Her audience thoroughly enjoyed this 
delightful excursion into the realm of 
folksongs and was reminded again of 
how rich a contribution they have made 
and are continuing to make to our lit- 
erature. 

Donna Perrine 
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M.L.A. Conference Resolutions 


(RESOLUTIONS PREPARED BY THE RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE OF THE MICHIGAN 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION AND APPROVED BY THE ASSOCIATION AT ITS ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE IN GRAND RAPIDS OCTOBER 24, 1958) 


Resolution No. 1 — 
National Library Week 

Whereas the enthusiastic response to 
National Library Week in 1958 has 
warranted the continual backing of the 
National Book Committee, the Amer- 
ican Library Association, and numerous 
other national and local citizen organi- 
zations, the week of April 12-18, 1959 
has been designated as National Library 
Week, and 

Whereas a National Library Week 
directs the attention. of the American 
people to the purposes, needs, services 
and developmental programs of librar- 
ies by the media of communication and 
thus increases public understanding and 
support of library services, and 

Whereas the effectiveness of National 
Library Week largely depends upon 
local planning and local action, there- 
fore 

Be it resolved that the Michigan Li- 
brary Association at its annual confer- 


ence in Grand Rapids October 24, 1958 
urge every member and every friend of 
libraries in Michigan to participate ac- 
tively and cooperatively in the planning 
and development of a local program 
which makes full use of all the resources 
available in the community. 


Resolution No. 2 — 
Federal Aid to Libraries 

Whereas the Congress of the United 
States, by the enactment of the Library 
Services Act of 1956, has recognized the 
vital importance of library service to 
all the people, and 

Whereas the Library Services Act 
authorizes an annual appropriation of 
$7,500,000 for the extension of public 
library service to rural areas hitherto 
without library service or with inade- 
quate library service, and 
_ Whereas approximately 940,000 cit- 
izens of the State of Michigan are with- 
out local library service, and 

Whereas the full appropriation au- 
thorized by the Library Services Act is 
absolutely necessary to accomplish the 
purposes of the act, therefore 

Be it resolved that the Michigan 
Library Association, representing more 


than 1700 librarians, library trustees, 
and friends of libraries, at its annual 
conference at Grand Rapids, October 
24, 1958, respectfully submits to the 
Michigan delegation in Congress its 
deep gratitude for their past support of 
the Library Services Act, and its urgent 
request for their active support of the 
full appropriation of $7,500,000 for 
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1960. 

Be it further resolved that the Sec- 
retary be instructed to send a copy of 
this resolution to each member of the 
Michigan delegation at an appropriate 
time during the first session of the 86th 
Congress. 
Resolution No. 3— 
State Aid to Public Libraries 

Whereas, local units alone are un- 
able for the most part to develop and 
maintain adequate public library serv- 
ice in the face of rising costs, and 

Whereas many sparsely populated 
areas exist in the State and, due to the 
rapid shift and growth of population 
in other parts of the State, many new 
communities are being brought into ex- 
istence, both being without adequate 
public library service, and 

Whereas it is the historic function of 
the State to encourage and support ade- 
quate library service in all areas of the 
State, therefore 

Be it resolved that the Michigan Li- 
brary Association, representing more 
than 1700 librarians, library trustees, 
and friends of libraries urge the Gov- 
ernor and the Legislature to appropri- 
ate no less than $700,000 for State Aid 
to Libraries for the fiscal year of 1959- 
1960, and 

Be it further resolved that the Sec- 
retary be directed to send a copy of 
this resolution to the Governor, to each 
member of the Administrative Board, 
and to each Legislator. 


Resolution No. 4— 
State Library Building 

Whereas the provision of an adequate 
statewide library service to administra- 
tive, judicial, and legislative depart- 
ments of state government, and to the 
libraries and areas unserved by local 





26 


libraries in Michigan is an established 
function of the Michigan State Library, 
and 

Whereas this function cannot be per- 
formed adequately from the temporary 
quarters occupied by the Michigan State 
Library, and 

Whereas even the most modest esti- 
mate of the immediate requirements of 
this service considerably exceeds pres- 
ent space allocations, or a minimum of 
80,000 square feet, therefore 

Be it resolved that the Michigan Li- 
brary Association, representing trustees, 
librarians, and friends of libraries from 
all sections of the state, urge that the 
erection of the new state office build- 
ing and State Library be begun at the 
earliest possible date, and that the en- 
tire wing which is to be called the State 
Library be assigned to the exclusive 
use of the Michigan State Library. 

Be it further resolved that the Sec- 
retary be instructed to convey copies of 
this resolution to the State Administra- 
tive Board, and to the Joint Legislative 
Committee on State Buildings. 


Resolution No. 5 — 
Michigan State Board for Libraries 


Whereas adequate library service for 
all the people of Michigan is increas- 
ingly important to the preservation of 
Democratic principles in our society, 
and 


Whereas the State Board for Librar- 
ies has devoted itself unselfishly to the 
improvement of library service in the 
State of Michigan and has assumed 
leadership of a high order in library 
affairs within the State, therefore 


Be it resolved that the Michigan Li- 
brary Association at its annual confer- 
ence in Grand Rapids on October 24, 
1958, offer to the State Board for Li- 
braries its respectful and appreciative 
tribute for its devotion to the Michigan 
Library cause and for its support and 
leadership. 
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